Intercollegiate Specialty Examination in Paediatric Surgery
Guide to the Scope and Format of the Examination  
Section 1 will be a written test composed of a combination of Multiple Choice Questions (MCQ single best answer (SBA); 1 from 5) and Extended Matching Item questions (EMI). Each paper will be carefully prepared to cover the curriculum content which can be best assessed in this way. A process of standard setting will then be performed by trained and experienced examiners and this will set the pass mark for the paper.

Candidates must meet the required standard in Section 1 in order to gain eligibility to proceed to Section 2.

Paper 1


Single Best Answer [SBA] (2 hours)


Paper 2 


Extended Matching Items [EMI] (2 hours)

Section 2 is the clinical component of the examination. It will consist of a series of carefully designed and structured interviews on clinical topics – some being scenario based and some being patient based. 
Candidates will have up to three attempts to pass Section 2 after which candidates would be required to re-enter Section 1
1.
The Patient-based Scenarios will include the following:

(i)
Two cases of intermediate complexity (Structured Clinical Assessments – 

            Intermediate) each lasting 10 minutes

(ii)
Two complex structured clinical assessment lasting 15 minutes each 

(iii)
Communication Skills will be assessed in an actor led scenario lasting 10 minutes.  

2.
Three 40 minute Structured Interview Scenarios will include the following:  

Session 1 [40 mins]

Urology

Urology & Neonatal Urology

Session 2 [40 mins]

Oncology & Endocrine

Neonatal Surgery

Session 3 [40 mins]

General & Gastro Intestinal Surgery 

Emergency Surgery & Trauma

3.
The scope of the examination will cover the following:-


(a)  The investigation and surgical management of the:



(i)
gastrointestinal tract



(ii)
genito-urinary system



(iii)
central and peripheral nervous systems



(iv)
cardiovascular system



(v)
respiratory system



(vi)
head, neck and face

(vii)
musculoskeletal system (including skin)



(viii)
endocrine system


(b)  The management of benign and malignant tumours in children

(c)  The management of the infant or child subject to trauma - head injury, skin and soft tissue (including thermal injury), visceral and non-accidental injury.

4.
The candidate will be expected to understand the general principles of orthopaedic, cardiac, maxillofacial and neurological surgery in children.  An in-depth knowledge will be required of neonatal surgery, general paediatric surgery and paediatric urology.

5.
For further indication of the Examination Scope, candidates should consult the Curriculum published by the SAC in Paediatric Surgery
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